
1

Category Recommendations Outline

Category Recomendations

   Door Closers
Opening force max 30N (0°–30°), 22.5N (30°–60°)
Must meet BS EN 1154/1155
Handles operable with a closed fist

   External Tactile Fittings
Should not feel cold to the touch
Nylon recommended for natural temperature

   Visual Contrast
30-point light reflectance difference for building elements
20 points typical for door furniture

   Fixing Height Fixing Height

   Keys
Large bow for grip
Lock case: min 72mm centre distance, 54mm backset

Accessibility Standards & Legislation Overview
Disability Discrimination Act 1995

The Disability Discrimination Act requires that all disabled individuals can access and use a building, as well as the
services provided within it. Part III of the Act specifically addresses access to public buildings and residential
accommodation. It outlines the general duties and obligations necessary to meet the needs of people with various
disabilities, whether related to vision, touch, mobility, long-term physical or mental impairment. As legislation passed
by the UK Parliament, the DDA carries legal force across the United Kingdom.

BS 8300:2001 is a Code of Practice that provides guidance on best practice for the design of both domestic and non-
domestic buildings and their approaches, ensuring they are accessible and usable by people with disabilities. While BS
8300 is not legally binding, following its recommendations is a recognised way to demonstrate compliance with the
DDA.

BS 8300:2001 – Design Of Buildings And Their Approaches To Meet The Needs Of Disabled People

Disability Legislation Framework

Republic Of Ireland - National Disability Authority
United Kingdom - Disability Rights Commission and Disability Discrimination Act 2005

Designed for accessibility and ease of use by children, elderly, and disabled users in domestic and public buildings.  
The standards include:

CEN/TC33/WG17 - N 2028 - WI 00033321
BS 8300
Approved Document M

Requirements For Building Hardware

Mandatory building regulation incorporating BS 8300 guidance for new builds and major alterations, ensuring DDA
compliance.

Approved Document M:2004 (ADM)

Note: Most catalogue products meet these standards; those especially suitable are marked with a wheelchair symbol.
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No. Application Requirement Illustration Source

1.
Entrance
Doorway

The main entrance should be clearly
identifiable, for example, through the use of
lighting or by visually contrasting it with the
surrounding area.

BS 8300
6.1.2 AD
M 2.7 b

2. Entrance Doors
Wherever possible, entrance doors and
windows should provide a clear view into the
entrance lobby.

3.
Entrance
Threashold

The threshold of a main entrance should ideally
be level, or if a change in height is necessary, it
should be no more than 15mm and
appropriately profiled.

BS 8300
6.2
AD M 2.7
e

4
Power
Operated
Doors

For power-operated doors, safety provisions
should comply with the requirements outlined
in Approved Document M, section 2.21 (a–f). 
If manual controls are needed, they should:

Be positioned between 750mm and
1000mm above floor level.
Be set back at least 1400mm from the
open door.
Visually contrast with the surrounding
surface.
Be operable using a closed fist.

BS 8300
6.1.2 AD
M 2.7 b
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5

Entrance Doors
– Substitute
Solutions for
Door Closers

If an AD M-compliant door closer isn’t enough
to keep the door closed, consider:
 a) Power-operated doors. (BS 8300 6.3.3)
 b) Low-energy swing doors. (BS 8300 6.3.4)
 c) Powered revolving doors with side-hung
doors. (BS 8300 6.3.5)
 d) Entrance lobbies or airlocks.
 e) Latched doors with low-power closers.

AD M
FAQs

6
All Doors -
Dimensions

To meet accessibility standards for door widths,
refer to:

BS 8300 Section 6.4.1, which details
minimum clear widths based on door type
and wheelchair needs.
Approved Document M (AD M) 2.13(b),
specifying entrance door clear widths by
approach.
AD M 3.10(b), covering minimum widths
for internal doors.

These standards ensure doors are accessible
for wheelchair and mobility aid users.

BS 8300
6.4.1

AD M 2.13
b
(entrance
doors)
&
AD M 3.10
b

7 Glass Doors

a) Glazing must have visible markings at heights
of 850–1000mm and 1400–1600mm.
 b) Doors that can be held open must have
protected leading edges, unless the open door
is within 300mm and parallel to a wall.
 c) Doors in glazed screens should be clearly
marked with high-contrast strips on the top
and sides.

AD M 2.24
(entrance
doors)
AD M 3.10
i,& j
(other
doors)
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8

Vision Panels
for Entrance
and Corridor/
Passageway
Doors

Vision panels must be sized accordingly
(equivalent to BS 8300). These panels can be
any shape, size, or number, provided they offer
visibility through each zone located between
500mm to 800mm and 1150mm to 1500mm
from the floor. Additionally, at least one panel
must provide clear vision close to the door’s
leading edge, typically within approximately
180mm to accommodate locks, especially on
fire doors.

BS 8300
6.4.3and
figure
16AD M
2.13c
(entrance
doors)
3.10 h
(others)

9

Visibility
Requirements
For Doors
Leading Into
Corridors

Doors that are often left open should have a
clearly visible edge in a different colour, and
the door frame should also stand out from the
wall.
If a clear colour contrast between the door
edge and its face is not achievable due to
material limitations, the contrast can be
created by either:

A minimum 15mm wide coloured strip
fitted vertically along the door edge. 
Two coloured inserts, each at least 80% of
the door’s thickness and 100mm high,
placed on the door edge at heights of
500mm and 1500mm from the floor.

 BS 8300
7.25.5

10
Internal Doors
– Colour

The door frame should be a different colour or
shade from the wall around it. The front edge
of any door that doesn’t close by itself or is
often left open should also be easy to see and
clearly stand out from nearby surfaces.

AD M
3.10f & 
g9
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11

Unpowered
Doors,
Including Fire
Doors –
Opening Force

The force needed to open the door should be
no more than 30N from 0° to 30°, and no more
than 22.5N from 30° to 60°.Door closers must
meet the requirements of BS EN 1154:1997.

AD M
FAQs

12
Door Closers
for Fire-
Resisting Doors

Door closers below power size 3 are not
suitable for fire-resisting doors.

13

Fire-Resisting
Doors – Hold-
Open Devices
and Related
Equipment

If a circulation route door requires excessive
force to open, install a BS EN 1155-compliant
powered hold-open device. Swing-free or
delayed-action closers are suitable for
individual rooms but not for circulation routes.

 AD M
FAQs

14

Fire-Resisting
Doors – Use of
Swing-Free
Closers

Delayed-action or swing-free closers may be
appropriate for doors to individual rooms but
are not recommended for doors on circulation
routes.

AD M
FAQs

15
Door Hardware
for All Doors

The size and placement of door furniture
should comply with Figure 17 of BS 8300.
Latches must be operable with a closed fist, for
example, via a lever handle. When choosing
lock and latch fittings, ensure turn buttons and
similar parts are easy for all users to operate.
External handles should not feel cold to the
touch. All door-opening hardware must visually
contrast with the door surface.
The preferred maximum height for the bottom
of a pull handle is 1000mm. However, if the
lock case’s position or size prevents this, the
bottom can be placed up to 1100mm, similar
to lever handles. Pull handles should be at least
400mm long.

BS 8300
6.5.1 AD
M 2.17 c
& d
(entrance
doors) AD
M 3.10 d
& e

BS EN 1154

Annex A

A Guide to Approved Document M and BS 8300
 Including Amendment No.1 and Corrigendum No.1 (3 October 2005)

021 434 8996 

contact@mfservices.ie

www.mfservices.ie



No. Application Requirement Illustration Source

16
All Doors -
Hinges

Low-friction bearing hinges should be
considered to reduce the force needed to open
doors. Hinge placement must conform to BS
4787-1.

BS 8300
6.5.2

17
Door Bolts for
Security
Hardware

Knob slide bolts with a freely moving slide
action.Rack and pinion mortice bolts with fixed
knobs.Espagnolette bolts operated by a single
handle mounted between 750mm and
1000mm from the floor.

BS 8300
6.5.3.2,3
& 4

18
 Security
Hardware

 The spacing between lock centres should be at
least 72mm, or the key slot should be
positioned higher than the handle. Keys should
have grips that are comfortable and easy to
hold.

BS 8300
6.5.4 & 5 

19
Electronic
Access Control
Solutions

Entry phone and door entry controls should be
placed to accommodate wheelchair users. The
activation button needs to be on the door’s
latch side, no more than 200mm from the
frame, and mounted at a height ranging from
750mm to 1000mm above the floor.

BS 8300
6.5.4 & 5

20
Ensuring Clear
Visual Contrast

AD M recommends a minimum difference of 30
points in light reflectance between two
surfaces (on a scale of 0 for black to 100 for
white) to provide sufficient visual contrast for
partially sighted individuals. However, recent
research supported by GAI indicates that a
difference of 20 points is generally adequate.

GAI
technical
update
no. 3
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